INSPIRE PREPARATORY ACADEMY
K–12 CELL PHONE & WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICE POLICY
Effective School Year: 2026–2027
PURPOSE
Inspire Preparatory Academy (“IPA”) is committed to providing students with a safe, focused, respectful, and distraction-free learning environment. Cell phones and other personal wireless communication devices can interfere with instruction, student engagement, social development, academic integrity, and the overall educational environment.
Therefore, students in grades K–12 are prohibited from using personal cell phones and other unauthorized wireless communication devices during school hours.
In addition, Inspire Preparatory Academy requires students who bring a cell phone to school to turn the device in at the beginning of each school day.
1. DEVICES COVERED BY THIS POLICY
This policy applies to personal electronic and wireless communication devices, including, but not limited to:
· Cell phones and smartphones;
· Smartwatches;
· Smart glasses;
· Wireless earbuds, including AirPods;
· Bluetooth headphones;
· Tablets and other personal communication devices; and
· Any similar device capable of calling, texting, messaging, recording, accessing social media, connecting to the Internet, or communicating electronically.
School-issued technology used under the direction of School personnel is not prohibited by this policy.
2. DAILY CELL PHONE TURN-IN REQUIREMENT
Students who bring a cell phone or other prohibited personal communication device onto campus must turn the device in at the location designated by the School immediately upon arrival.
Before turning in the device:
1. The student must turn the phone/device completely off or place it in the mode directed by School administration.
2. The student must place the device in the School-designated storage system.
3. The School will maintain devices in the designated secured area during the school day.
4. Students may retrieve their devices at the designated time following dismissal.
Students may not keep a cell phone in a backpack, purse, pocket, locker, clothing, desk, or other personal location during the school day unless specifically authorized by the Principal or required under an approved accommodation.
A student who brings a phone to campus and intentionally fails to turn it in is in violation of this policy even if the student does not use the phone.
3. NO CELL PHONE USE DURING SCHOOL HOURS
Students are prohibited from using cell phones or other unauthorized wireless communication devices from arrival on campus through dismissal.
This prohibition includes:
· Classrooms;
· Hallways;
· Restrooms;
· Cafeteria and lunch periods;
· Chapel;
· Assemblies;
· Recess;
· Physical education;
· Study periods;
· Testing;
· Transition periods between classes; and
· Other instructional or non-instructional periods occurring during the School day.
Students may not retrieve or use their devices without authorization from School administration.
4. SMARTWATCHES, EARBUDS AND HEADPHONES
Smartwatches and similar devices capable of sending or receiving communications are subject to the same restrictions as cell phones.
Students may not use personal earbuds, AirPods, Bluetooth headphones, or similar wireless devices during the school day unless specifically authorized by School personnel for an approved educational, medical, or accommodation-related purpose.
5. COMMUNICATION BETWEEN PARENTS AND STUDENTS
Parents and guardians should not call, text, or message their child's personal cell phone during the school day.
If a parent or guardian needs to contact a student during school hours, the parent should contact the School office. School personnel will deliver an appropriate message to the student.
If a student needs to contact a parent or guardian because of illness, transportation issues, an emergency, or another legitimate need, the student should report to the School office. School personnel will assist the student in contacting the parent or guardian.
This procedure ensures that the School is aware of emergencies involving students and prevents unauthorized cell phone use during instructional time.
6. EMERGENCIES
During an emergency, students shall follow the instructions of teachers, administrators, and emergency personnel.
Students shall not retrieve or use stored cell phones during an emergency unless directed or permitted to do so by School administration.
The School recognizes that parents may want immediate contact with their children during an emergency. However, unauthorized phone use during a lockdown, evacuation, severe weather event, medical emergency, or other crisis can interfere with School safety procedures.
The School will make reasonable efforts to communicate with families through authorized School communication channels during emergencies.
7. MEDICAL, IEP, 504 AND OTHER APPROVED EXCEPTIONS
Exceptions shall be provided when use of a wireless communication device is required by an applicable student's:
· Individualized Education Program (IEP);
· Section 504 Accommodation Plan;
· Health or medical plan;
· Physician's written documentation establishing a legitimate medical need; or
· Other legally required accommodation.
The School may establish an individualized procedure governing when and how the student may access the device.
Students will not be disciplined for authorized use that complies with their approved accommodation.
8. UNAUTHORIZED POSSESSION OR USE
A violation occurs when a student:
· Fails to turn in a cell phone or covered device upon arrival;
· Conceals a device rather than turning it in;
· Uses a second or “backup” phone;
· Uses another student's device;
· Retrieves a stored device without permission;
· Uses a smartwatch, earbuds, or another covered device without authorization;
· Texts, calls, records, photographs, livestreams, posts to social media, or accesses the Internet through an unauthorized device during the school day; or
· Refuses to surrender an unauthorized device when directed by School personnel.
9. RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHING AND SOCIAL MEDIA
Students are prohibited from using personal devices to photograph, video record, audio record, livestream, or otherwise capture students, employees, visitors, conversations, classes, disciplinary matters, fights, emergencies, or School activities during the school day without authorization.
Students are also prohibited from using a device in a manner that constitutes bullying, cyberbullying, harassment, threats, invasion of privacy, academic dishonesty, or other misconduct.
Serious misuse may result in discipline beyond the normal cell-phone consequences.
10. DISCIPLINARY CONSEQUENCES
Inspire Preparatory Academy will generally use progressive discipline for violations.
First Violation:
The device will be confiscated and secured. The student will receive a warning, and the parent/guardian will be notified. The device may be required to be picked up by a parent or guardian.
Second Violation:
The device will be confiscated. A parent/guardian must retrieve the device from the School. The student may receive detention or another appropriate disciplinary consequence.
Third Violation:
The device will be confiscated and released only to a parent/guardian. The student may receive detention, loss of privileges, in-school disciplinary consequences, or other appropriate action. A parent conference may be required.
Fourth and Subsequent Violations:
Repeated refusal to comply with the policy may be considered insubordination or repeated violation of School rules and may result in additional disciplinary action, including suspension or other consequences permitted under the Student Code of Conduct.
The Principal reserves the right to modify disciplinary consequences based on the student's age, circumstances, seriousness of the violation, prior violations, and applicable School policies.
11. REFUSAL TO SURRENDER A DEVICE
If a student is found possessing or using a device and refuses to surrender it when directed by authorized School personnel, the refusal constitutes a separate violation of School rules.
The student's parent or guardian will be contacted, and additional disciplinary action may be imposed.
Students shall not physically resist School personnel, become disruptive, or attempt to prevent School officials from carrying out this policy.
12. LOSS, THEFT OR DAMAGE
Students who bring personal electronic devices to School do so at their own risk.
Although Inspire Preparatory Academy will establish reasonable procedures for collecting and securing devices turned in under this policy, students and parents are strongly encouraged not to send unnecessary or expensive electronic devices to School.
The School shall address claims involving lost, stolen, or damaged property according to applicable School policy and law.
13. SCHOOL-SPONSORED TRANSPORTATION AND ACTIVITIES
The Principal may establish additional rules governing devices on School transportation, field trips, athletic activities, after-school programs, overnight trips, and other School-sponsored activities.
Students must comply with the instructions of School personnel regarding when devices may be possessed or used during such activities.
14. ALIGNMENT WITH FLORIDA AND ORANGE COUNTY STANDARDS
This policy is intended to provide Inspire Preparatory Academy with a distraction-free educational environment while incorporating applicable Florida requirements and relevant standards reflected in Orange County K–12 school policies.
Where Inspire Preparatory Academy establishes a more restrictive School rule—such as requiring students to turn in cell phones upon arrival—students and parents are expected to comply with the IPA rule as a condition of attendance, subject to applicable law and required accommodations.
15. PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY
Parents are asked to support this policy by:
· Encouraging students to leave unnecessary devices at home;
· Reminding students to turn in their devices each morning;
· Refraining from texting or calling students' personal devices during school hours;
· Contacting the School office when communication with a student is necessary; and
· Reinforcing the importance of following School rules.
Students are responsible for knowing and complying with this policy.
Bringing a cell phone to School is a privilege and not a requirement of Inspire Preparatory Academy.

PARENT/STUDENT CELL PHONE POLICY ACKNOWLEDGMENT
I have received and reviewed Inspire Preparatory Academy's Cell Phone and Wireless Communication Device Policy.
I understand that students who bring cell phones or other covered wireless communication devices to School must turn them in at the designated location at the beginning of the School day.
I understand that my child may not secretly retain a phone or other prohibited device in a backpack, purse, pocket, clothing, locker, or other location in violation of this policy.
I understand that I should contact the School office rather than my child's personal cell phone when I need to communicate with my child during School hours.
I further understand that violations of this policy may result in confiscation of the device, parent notification, parent pickup of the device, detention, loss of privileges, suspension, or other disciplinary consequences consistent with School policy.
Student Name: ______________________________________
Grade: _____________________________________________
Student Signature: __________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________
Date: ______________________________________________
Principal/Designee: __________________________________
Date: ______________________________________________
How this compares with Orange County
The IPA policy above is intentionally stricter than the published OCPS rule. OCPS says students may possess their phones, but from the first morning bell through dismissal they must be silenced and concealed in a backpack or purse; OCPS also prohibits wireless accessories such as earbuds/headphones and smartwatches during the school day unless an exception applies. (OCPS)
OCPS uses progressive discipline that can include confiscation, detention, PASS, and out-of-school suspension. Its current Code of Student Conduct also classifies early cell-phone violations separately from repeated violations. (OCPS) Your IPA policy goes one step further by requiring every phone brought to school to be surrendered for secured storage at arrival, rather than allowing the student to retain it in a backpack.
Florida law currently provides important accommodation exceptions, including use required by an IEP, Section 504 plan, or qualifying physician documentation. Those exceptions should remain in IPA's policy even with a mandatory turn-in rule. (Online Sunshine)
Orange County Public Schools Cell Phone Policy
Florida Statute §1006.07 — Student Conduct and Wireless Communication Devices
I recommend putting this policy directly into the IPA Parent/Student Handbook and having both the parent and student sign the acknowledgment at enrollment. Since IPA is a private school, counsel should review the final policy before adoption, particularly the mandatory device collection, responsibility for stored devices, accommodations, and disciplinary provisions.

